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appearances and modifications. Whatever might be thought of some methodist teachers, he said, he could scarcely doubt the sin-cerity of that man, who travelled nine hundred miles in a month, and preached twelve times a week; for no adequate reward, mere-ly temporal, could be given for such indefatigable labour1.
'Of Dr. Priestley's theological works, he remarked, that they tended to unsettle every thing, and yet settled nothing.
' He was much affected by the death of his mother, and wrote to me to come and assist him to compose his mind, which indeed I found extremely agitated. He lamented that all serious and religious conversation was banished from the society of men, and yet great advantages might be derived from it. All acknowledged, he said, what hardly any body practised, the obligation we were under of making the concerns of eternity the governing principles of our lives. Every man, he observed, at last wishes for retreat: he sees his expectations frustrated in the world, and begins to wean liiin-self from it, and to prepare for everlasting separation.
' He observed, that the influence of London now extended every where, and that from all manner of communication being opened, there shortly would be no remains of the ancient simplicity, or places of cheap retreat to be found.
'He was no admirer of blank-verse, and said it always failed, unless sustained by the dignity of the subject. In blank-verse, he said, the language suffered more distortion, to keep it out of prose,
1 'John Wesley probably paid more for turnpikes than any other man in England, for no other person travelled so much.' Southey's Wesley, i. 407. ' He tells us himself, that he preached about 800 sermons in a year.' Id. ii. 532. In one of his Appeals to Men of Reason and Religion, he asks:—' Can you bear the summer sun to beat upon your naked head ? Can you suffer the wintry rain or wind, from whatever quarter it blows ? Are you able to stand in the open air, without any covering- or defence, when God casteth abroad his snow like wool, or scattereth his hoar-frost like ashes ? And yet these are some of the smallest inconveniences which accompany field-preaching. For beyond all these, are the contradiction of sinners, the scoffs both of the great vulgar and the small; contempt and reproach of every kind —often more than verbal affronts—stupid, brutal violence, sometimes to the hazard of health, or limbs, or life. Brethren, do you envy us this honour ? What, I pray you, would buy you to 5e a field-preacher? Or what, think you, could induce any man of common sense to con-tinue therein one year, unless he had a full conviction in himself that it was the will of God concerning him?' Southey's Wesley, i. 405.
than and Oct. 12,1779.                      '                            *'ds (Amr. p. 58), that she 'forced Johnson one day in a similar humour (to that in which he had praised C'ougreve| to
